Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
We acknowledge as the members of:

Ashdon Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. \We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

s Inar this surbanty

prepared 3 scocounting statements b sccardence

1. We have pul in place arangemants for effective Snancial

management during tha year, and for the preparation of v with the Accounts and Avdl! Reguistions.
the accounting statements, .

2. We mantaned sn adequale system of internal control g mace proper amangements and accepted responshilty
including measures designed 10 prevent and detedt fraud v | for safeguardng the pubic monsy and resources in
and comuption 8nd reviewed #s efiectiveness. I X5 charge.

3, We took gl reasonable steps to assure ourselves has only done what # has the legal power fo do and has
that thare ara no matlers of actual or potantial compded with Proper Practices »n doaing $0.
nea-comaliance with laws, regulations and Proper v

Practices thal could have a significant financial effect
an the abiity of tis authority to conduct its

buginess or manage 25 financas., ]

4. We provided proper sppertunity during the year for | duwing the year gave aif persans inferested the cpportundy to
e exescise of alectors’ rights in accordance with tha v nspect and a3k questions about this authartty's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

| 5. We camied out an assessment of the risks facing this considerad and documantad the Anancial and other risks i
autherity and tcok appropriate sleps ta manage those v faces and deall with thewn properly
nisks, Including the introduction of ntemal conlrols andioe
external insurance cover where required, ‘
| 6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent pevson, independent of the financial |
effectve system of interral audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, o give an objective wew on whether
records and corrol systems. internal contrals meet the needs of this smaler sutharly.

7. We tock appropriate action on ail maters raised v responded to matters brought to Rs attentian by intemal and
In repoets from intemal and external audit. extenal sudt.

. We conskierad whether any litigation, liabilities or dsclosed evenything @ shoud have abowt #s business sctity
commitmeants, events or transactions, cccuring sither dunng the year inciuding events taking place affer the year
dunng or after the yearend, have s financial impact on v end ¥ relevant.
iz aushority and, where appropriate, have included tham
in the accounting statements

8. (For local councilg only) Trust funds iIncluding has met aif of s responsibities wheve, as & body
charitable. In cur capacity as the sole managng covparate. if /5 a sole managing trustee of a loce!
frustes we discharged our accountabiity frust or frusts.
responsibilities for tha fund(g)iassets, including
financial reparting and. f required, ndependant v
examination or aucit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a | Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on; - approval was given:
16/06/2025

and recorded as minute reference:  Chair /@l/\/ULE@/LLQL//
25/06 (i) i o) 0

www.ashdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
Ashdon Parish Council

Year ending

B Marc! 31 March

2U24 2025 i Diank an

'Y _j aqaree (o underivy al e s

1. Balances brought | Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
forward 72,451 85,571 as recorded in the financial records, Value mus! agree fo
= Box 7 o!me_usyear i
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Tots! amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 43,160 43,160 raceived or receivabie in the year Exclude any grants
T recsvvo_d:‘ |
3. {+) Total other recsipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
16,724 6,823 the precept or ratesfevies received (line 2) Include any
grants mccr‘ved.' i n 5
4. (<) Staff costs Total expendilure or payments made to and on behalf
6.760 10.179 of alf employees. Include gross salaries and wages,

employers NI contnbulions, employers pension
contributions, gratwties and severance payments

5. (<) Loan intaresi!capitﬂ Total expenditure or baymsnrs o!c.:a‘purai and inlerest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authonty’s bomowings (i any)

6. {-) All other paymenes- Total expenditurs or pgy;m)ls as recorded in the cash-

40,004 51,131 book less staff costs (Nne 4) and loan interest/capital
= repayments (line 5) _
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year Mus!
forward 85,571 74,244] gqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

ﬁ Tc;tal value of cash and g | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash

shoet term investments 85,571 74,244 hoidings and short term investments heid as at 31 March —
. . To agree with bank moncmati?n:

9. Total fixed assets plus | The value of ail the property the authority owns — it is mads |
leng term investments 143,682 143,682 up of all its fixed assets and fong term investments as st
and assets A 31 March, - |

' 10. Total borrowings The outstanding capilal balance as at 31 March of &)l loans

ol 0 fron third parties (Including PWALB)

For Local Councils Only

11a, Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole ruslee and

(Incuding chartable) v is responsibie for managing Trust funds or assets.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds - The figwres in the accounting statements above
(including chantable) exciude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confiem that these Accounting Statements wera
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountablity approved by this authority on this date:

Returm have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 16/06/2025

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairty
the financial positicn of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

~

Q&\}ﬂ { 2‘-; Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

G 2106 [ 2025 AR Ry S

as recorded in minute reference:

25/06 (ii)
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Ashdon Parish Council - EX0009

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAC). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
Internaticnal Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
Is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabiity Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hilos Jwww Nao,org.ukicode-audit-
practicel/gquidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound

system of internal control, The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the bass of our review of Secions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and mmwn‘Mm (AGAR), in our opmion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR ig in accordance weth Proper Practices and no other mattars ave come 1o our attenSion giving cause for concermn
relevant legsiation and reguistory requirements have not been meal.

Please see below

memmlaﬁmgouwhmvm“dmtomammmow\eMM'

We are unable to complete our review work an the AGAR and supparling documentation as a result of correspandence received In
relation to 2024/2% andior prior years. Once we have finalsed our review and compieted any additional work arising from that
wrespondcnoc.amampmmbepwvidodvmmomdcmmiondmlmmymallﬁcaﬁmsm'met‘ mBatiers.

Our fee note for the Fmited assurance review will be iBsued when we certify compietion.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, al'2'ld discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

We do not certdy completion because:

We have not baen able to complete our review wark in time ta enable to smaler authority to ksh the ired documentation i line
with statutory requiremeanss, Ko oo e

Extemnal Auditer Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signalure G il 1L/ Dete 24/0912025
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